

Due Date: April 13, 2012

Pick a specific group of people, invention, or event from US History from the 1920s to the present to research.  You will be 
creating a paper, bibliography, and presentation regarding this topic.  This project is worth ONE LETTER GRADE (about 
200 points) and is required by ERHS.

 
· 5 pages; Double spaced; Times New Roman, 12 pt. font; 1 inch margins

· Have excellent grammar, spelling, paragraph length, etc.

· Do not use words like I, like, you, we, sorta, kinda, me, etc.  This is a formal paper written in academic style.  

· Have a thesis.  Take a stand.  Have an opinion in the opening paragraph that you reaffirm throughout your paper.  Example: The women of the 1920s, also known as “flappers,” represented the first significant steps towards a separate and unique cultural identity for women in America.  
· If you copy any portion of your paper from anywhere, you will receive a F (0/200).  Mr. Robinson is really good at catching cheaters.  Don’t test him.  

· General breakdown (roughly)
· First paragraph: intro with thesis.  This is where your thesis statement goes.  Tell me why your topic is important to the history of the United States.  In fact, you can think of your whole first paragraph as a thesis. Start strongly. This is where you manage (or fail) to capture interest and thereby improve your grade. Usually the first paragraph should introduce the argument. Sometimes a short opening paragraph is also needed to set the historical context  
· Page 1 - 2: Tell me what your topic is.  Give me the facts.  Explain it as if someone didn’t know what it was.  Do not include unnecessary details.  Tell me other people’s points of view.  Indicate why they’re right/wrong.  
· Page 3 – 4: Impact. Why does your topic matter?  How did it change history?  What if it never happened?  
· Page 5: Conclusion.  What has your research shown?  Without repeating yourself word for word, restate your thesis and back it up.  Finish with a bang, not a whimper.  Summarize what you’ve learned (without using “I”) neatly in a paragraph or two.  Save something original to say in the end.  The conclusion should reinforce the arguments you’ve been making in your paper.  


· You can’t just write down facts and not say where they came from.  That is plagiarism.  You’ll need to tell me where you got your information from.  

· Times New Roman, 12 pt. font; 1 inch margins
· At least four sources; (I will not accept with less than 4 sources)
· Use at least 1 non-internet source (i.e. you need a book)
· I cannot accept project without a Bibliography.

· Important ( Paper and Bibliography must be done in proper MLA format 
· For a sample bibliography, see http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/12/
· For citing authors in your paper, see: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/02/
· For citing books, see: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/06/
· For citing internet sources, see: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/08/
· For a sample paper, see: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/media/pdf/20091250615234_747.pdf
· If you have any questions or doubts about your paper’s grammar, spelling, format, etc., please submit it early and I’ll let you know what to fix.  I can’t help you if you turn in a poorly done paper on the due date.


Create a video that includes music and pictures that represent your topic.   Be prepared to explain your thesis to the class.  We will talk more about this later.  
Rubric�Paper: 40%�Bibliography: 10%�Presentation: 50%��Both the paper and the bibliography must be present for project to be graded.











